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CRANBERRY WEB 
The Newsletter of the BC Cranberry Marketing Commission  

and the BC Cranberry Growers Association 

 
CHAIR’S REPORT 

It would appear that summer has arrived, suddenly. First 

to wet and now it won’t be long before the cry will be too 

dry - farming!!! 

The Commission has been a long-time supporter of Ag in 

the Classroom, and Lorrie and I were pleased to attend 

the Annual Banquet put on by the students involved in 

the culinary arts program. The main thrust of Ag in the 

Classroom is to educate the students about where their 

food comes from and demonstrate how it is produced. A 

very worthwhile program. More information is available 

on their website. 

Mid-June we had the pleasure of hosting about 30 

members of the Investment Agriculture Foundation at 

the Research Farm. This was combined with an Open 

House for the growers. The weather co-operated and the 

Farm looked very impressive. We had a short but 

interesting Drone demonstration early in the day, 

followed by a time for questions. Renee Prasad and Grant 

Keefer were the tour guides at the farm and fielded 

questions from the guests. Thank you both for your help.   

IAF is one of our major sources of funding for our 

research. A big Thank You to Kyle and his crew for having 

the farm look so good. 

The plans for the Field Day are coming along very well, so 

mark your calendar for August 22nd, at Coast Cranberries 

in North Langley. It will be an excellent day. 

The Commission participated in the Annual Dietitian’s 

Conference again this year. We were very well received 

with a great interest in cranberries and the healthy 

benefits of the fruit. We will be maintaining 

communications with this group on an ongoing basis. 

I look forward to seeing you at the Field Day. 

Jack Brown, Chair 

 

Upcoming Events 

August 3 & 4, 2017: 

CMC’s annual meeting, Long Beach, 

Washington 

 

August 22, 2017: 

2017 Cranberry Field Day, Coast Cranberries, 

Langley 

 

September 2017: 

Open House – BC Cranberry Research Society 

Research Farm, Delta 
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 Licensing - 2017 

All growers, producer vendors and agencies should now have received their respective license covering the 

period from April 1, 2017 - March 31, 2018. Along with your license, you were asked to confirm acreage. 

Please call, or email, Heather if you have not received your license or if your acreage on record is incorrect. 

The 4 licensed agencies will be receiving a list of growers and producer vendors licensed with the 

Commission. 

Agencies will be reminded that they are not to accept cranberries from a grower unless that grower has a 

valid license issued by the Commission. 

The Commission Orders include: 

A grower’s license authorizes a person to market the regulated product grown on his registered acreage or an 

amount of regulated product as may be determined from time to time by the Commission, to a designated 

agency. 

Specifically, Part 4 and 5 of the Commission’s General Orders outlines license requirements and classifications: 

License Classes 

1. All persons engaged in the production, processing, packing or marketing of the regulated product are 

required to register annually with the Commission and obtain a license annually issued by the 

Commission. 

(a) Persons engaged in production of the regulated product must obtain a Grower’s License; 

(b) Persons engaged in production and marketing of the regulated product other than to a designated 

agency, must obtain a Producer Vendor License; 

(c) Persons engaged in processing, packing or marketing the regulated product produced by a grower 

must obtain an Agency License. 

License Qualifications 

2. To qualify for a license: 

(a) A grower must have registered his acreage of regulated product with the Commission, he must have 

a valid contract with a designated agency and he may be required to demonstrate compliance 

with a recognized food safety plan 

(b) A producer vendor must have registered his acreage of regulated product with the Commission, 

he must submit a marketing plan satisfactory to the Commission and may be required to 

demonstrate that all aspects of producing, transporting, processing, storage and marketing the 

regulated product are consistent with recognized food safety standards. 

(c) An agency must be in compliance with all applicable provisions of Part 8 of these Orders. 

Authorities and Limitations of Licenses 

1. Grower License: A grower’s license authorizes a person to market the regulated product grown on his 

registered acreage or an amount of regulated product as may be determined from time to time by 

the Commission to a designated agency. A grower’s license does not permit the holder to process or store 

the regulated product. 

2. Producer Vendor License: A producer vendor license authorizes a person to market the regulated 

product grown on his registered acreage or an amount of regulated product as may be determined 

from time to time by the Commission. A producer vendor license does not permit the holder to receive, 

transport, process, market or store, the regulated product, unless that regulated product was grown by the 

licensee. 

3. Agency License: An agency license authorizes a person to receive the regulated product from a 

grower and to process, transport, market or store that product. 
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BC CRANBERRY FIELD DAY 

The BC Cranberry Marketing Commission and the BC Cranberry Growers 

Association are very pleased to host the 2017 Cranberry Field Day.   

The event is open to all growers, their families and staff. 

 

 Date:  TUESDAY, AUGUST 22, 2017 

 Time:  9:30AM 

 Location: COAST CRANBERRIES LTD 

   21710 Allard Crescent, Langley 

- Displays of the latest in commercial equipment from 

suppliers to the cranberry industry, 

- Growers own innovative and new farm equipment 

- Information regarding cranberry production issues and 

research projects 

- Opportunity to view cranberry bogs 

Most importantly, the Cranberry Field Day will provide cranberry growers and 

other industry stakeholders the opportunity to meet with each other in an 

informal setting. 

Mark your calendars – you don’t want to miss this event! 

RSVP to Heather info@bccranberries.com or 604-557-8717 

 

 

 

 

 

Attending industry trades will include: 

ASAPGeomatiX   Avenue Machinery            Crop Protection Services

  BC Agriculture Council  Bank of Montreal     

Dow AgroSciences   Engage Agro  Exova  FARSHA 

 Farm Credit Canada  Koppert  Syngenta

 Nelson Irrigation  Terralink Horticulture   WaterTec 

BC Ministry of Agriculture      Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada  

…plus various industry researchers providing current progress on projects! 

mailto:info@bccranberries.com
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BC Cranberry Communications  

Dietitians of Canada National Conference 

The BC Cranberry Marketing Commission had 
a prominent position at the Dietitians of 
Canada Annual Conference in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland at the beginning of June. Over 
400 Registered Dietitians visited our booth 
and had the opportunity to ask questions on 
cranberry products and health information. 
Dialogue revolved around the part that 
cranberries play in a nutritious, balanced diet.  
The Commission continued with past 
messaging to convey the importance of 
cranberries as a beneficial product over a 
single ingredient in value-added products.  
A lot of interest was focused on our booth when 
lunch was served.  Our Cranberry Mint Slaw was 
a featured salad at the table, and many people 
came by to get the recipe.  Everyone loved it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Recipes 

Two new recipes were developed with the 

guidance of a local dietitian this month.  Once 

completed, they will be posted to the 

bccranberries.com website.  Be on the lookout 

for their recipe cards at the 2017 Field Day in 

August –  

Toasted Coconut Cranberry Energy Bites, 

and  

Double Cranberry Refresher with a Frozen 

Cranberry Swizzle Stick.   
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BC Cranberry Research Farm Update 

2017 has certainly been a cool, wet year so far.  Hopefully it is all behind us now, but as of June 1 we were 100 

Grower Degree Days behind the 25 year average and we were up over 100mm or precipitation from 2016 ( see 

weather history chart in the June 2017 Cranberry IPM Bulletin).  What this translates to is the cranberries coming 

into blossom 2-3 weeks later than the past couple years.  This is very noticeable especially when the comparing % In 

Bloom data dates at the research farm. An example is Crimson Queen being at 15-20% bloom on 05/20/16, but 

doesn’t come into that bloom range until 06/12/17. 

Will that translate into later darkening / ripening of fruit this fall?  Will there be a reduction in fruit size, or other 

desirable quality characteristics with the new varieties, and how do they compare with Stevens our industry 

standard here in BC?  Under the guidance of Dr. Kim Patten, Renee and her team from ES Crop are looking into 

these questions to give us a truly BC / Pacific North West perspective on how these varieties will perform over the 

long term.  Our condition on the coast are so different from the other growing areas such as New Jersey, Quebec 

and Wisconsin that we need to recognize there will be significant differences in cranberry nutrition, and pest / 

quality management, amongst many other variables. 

Over the years, we will develop a much better understanding of how to grow these cranberries in BC to achieve the 

characteristics desired by the industry - firmness, colour, size etc.  Currently, most of the information we have on 

the varieties is based on the best yield “potential” on square foot sampling grown under ideal circumstances.  The 

trials and evaluations at the BCCRF are a very important step for BC Growers to understand which varieties we 

should grow and how to grow them most effectively. 

This spring, the BCCRF has hosted workshops and drop in events at the farm.  In May, we hosted a half day seminar 

on Mobile Technology – using your smart phone and tablet more effectively for data / information collection, 

retrieval and sharing, as well as the device GPS functionality and other applications as they relate to our farming 

practices. 

Investment Agriculture Foundation (IAF), one of our project funding partners, came to the BCCRF for a tour and 

luncheon in June.  They were very impressed with how far the farm has evolved in the past 5 years.  Overall, the 

quality of the farm development, the research projects and completed reports were very well received. 

A Grower / Industry Information Secession was also held at the farm in June.  It highlighted some of the ongoing 

projects and there was good discussion between the industry experts and others in attendance. 

We encourage all Growers to take advantage of these secessions.  If there is something you would like to see or 

learn about in relation to Cranberry Farming and the BC Cranberry Research Farm please let us know.  It is important 

that growers give feedback and participate in this industry development.  The BCCRF was built for growers to help 

them learn and improve their own farms so that over the long term we will have a strong Cranberry Industry for our 

future.   

Enjoy the summer, be safe, and please visit  

the BCCRF at the September information secession.  

 

BC Cranberry Research Society  

 

               

                 

 

 

This project was funded in part by the Investment Agriculture 

Foundation of BC through programs it delivers on behalf of 

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada and the BC Ministry of 

Agriculture. 
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Research Project Update 

Dr. Renee Prasad, UFV 
Evaluating Varietal Performance (at the BC Cranberry Research Farm) 
 
We observed some interesting trends in the performance of the released varieties in Bog 1, during the 
2016 harvest. First, we observed an increase in yield in 2016 compared to 2015 in the Mullica Queen, 
Crimson Queen, Demoranville, Scarlet Knight, Willipa Red and BG plots.  Of these varieties Mullica 
Queen, Crimson Queen and Demoranville had estimated yields over 250 barrels/acre. Mullica Queen 
was the top performing variety in 2016 with an estimated yield of approximately 450 barrels/acre. 
Welker and Haines had lower yields in 2016 than in 2015. However, the estimated yield for both 
varieties was still over 300 barrels/acre. Data from Washington also show year-to-year variation in 
production for these varieties. For example, 2016 data from the WA research plots show that Mullica 
Queen had an increase and Welker a decrease compared to 2015 yields; again, however, both were 
above 300 barrels/acre in 2016. So this trend is similar to what we have observed in BC over the same 
time period. In contrast, yield for Haines increased and Crimson Queen decreased in WA research plots 
in 2016 compared to 2015; so the opposite of what we observed in BC.  These data demonstrate the 
site-to-site and year-to-year differences in the performance of a variety. With each additional year of 
production at the various research sites we will be able to develop a picture of the long-term potential 
for the varieties. 

 
In Bog 2, a few of the numbered varieties were of particular interest to Dr. Nick Vorsa. These varieties 
had high yields, estimated at or above 250 barrels/acre, in both 2015 and 2016; additionally they are 
performing well in other test sites; and finally they have an additional trait that may make them 
interesting down the road. For example, Rutgers Selection (RS) 11 had the lowest TACY value (30) of 
all varieties. These berries were harvested at the end of September. 

 
In addition to the assessment of the Rutgers varieties, we started to collected data on the six varieties 
from the Valley Corporation breeding program located in Bog 2. These varieties were planted in 2013. 
Valley King was the highest yielding of the six varieties, with an average estimated yield of just under 
250 barrels/acre.  The fruit rot level for Valley King was 8% and TACY was 53. The other Valley 
Corporation varieties planted in Bog 2 are - Pilgrim King, Midnight 7, 8, and 11. There is also an 
unreleased Ben Lear X Stevens cross.  
 
The areas with the Rutgers and Wisconsin varieties are marked with signs, in Bog 2, that will stay up 
until the 2017 harvest. RS11 and two other interesting numbered varieties from Rutgers are marked 
with White flags. Growers are welcome to visit the Research Farm at their convenience – access and 
maps can be arranged by contacting the Research Farm Directors: Grant Keefer (250-619-8954) or 
Todd May (604-290-3338). Tannis Bence from E.S. Cropconsult Ltd. is at the farm Wednesday 
mornings doing the pest monitoring and helping with data collection for variety evaluation. 

 

This project was funded in part by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada and the Government of British Columbia through the 
Agri-Food Futures Fund, Food & Beverage Processing Initiative. This program is delivered by the Investment Agriculture 

Foundation of B.C. 
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Your Industry 

Representatives 
 

BC Cranberry Marketing 

Commission 

36376 Stephen Leacock Drive 

Abbotsford, BC  V3G 0C2 

Phone 604-557-8717 

Email info@bccranberries.com 

 

Commission Directors 

Chair, Jack Brown 

Directors 

Jeff Hamilton 

Todd May 

Bob Mitchell 

Jack DeWit 

Manager, Heather Carriere 

 

 

 

BC Cranberry Growers 

Association 

21538 – 87B Ave 

Langley, BC  V1M 2E6 

Phone 604-309-9868 

Email 

info@bccranberrygrowers.com  

 

BCCGA Board 

Chair, Grant Keefer 

Vice-Chair, Scott May 

Treasurer, Lynne Kemper 

Dave Duchek 

Darsh Banns 

Nicole Kelly 

Kyle May 

Kyle Botkin 

Executive Director (staff), 

Mike Wallis 

Registering New Acreage 

All Growers and Producer Vendors are reminded that 

you must register any additional intended acreage with 

the Commission prior to planting.  A copy of the 

Commission’s “Registration of New Cranberry Acreages” 

form can be found on the Commission’s website. 

 

Are you a young 

Cranberry Grower in BC? 
 

The BC Cranberry Commission is fortunate 

to have wonderful volunteers on various 

committees that provide valuable input on 

key initiatives that support our industry.  

We are looking for interested young 

growers to join these committees in 2017.   

If you would like more information, or 

would like to help, please contact Heather 

at info@bccranberries.com.  

mailto:info@bccranberries.com
mailto:info@bccranberrygrowers.com
mailto:info@bccranberries.com

