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Cranberry Fruitworm  
(Acrobasis vaccinii, Lepidoptera: Pyralidae) 

ÅInternal fruit feeding caterpillar, native to North 
America. 

ÅInfests blueberry and cranberry in eastern North 
America. 

ÅMoths detected  for the first time in pheromone 
traps in a few BC cranberry fields in 2011.  
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Pest Biology: 

ÅMajor Hosts:  cranberry, blueberry.  

ÅWild and minor crop hosts recorded: 

ïWild vaccinium 

ïOne generation per year. 
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Larvae 
Moth 

Eggs 

Pupae 

4 life stages:  



Life cycle: 

ÅMoth emerges in summer  (June-July) and lays 
eggs on green fruit (July). 

ÅLarvae hatch and burrow into developing fruit 
(July-Aug).  

ÅLarvae will infest 3-6 fruit before exiting and 
searching for an overwintering site (August). 

ÅOver-winters as larvae/pre-pupae in a silken 
structure in soil.    

ÅPupates in spring/early summer. 
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Cranberry Fruitworm Moth 
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Grey-brown moth with white triangles on wings; hind triangles 
with two dots each. Medium size moths, 15 mm wingspan.   

Note:  there are moths that look similar; these tend to occur later, i.e. 
in August.  Sometimes girdler moths will get into fruitworm traps. 



Cranberry Fruitworm Eggs  
ÅVery small (1mm).  Cannot identify without a lens. 

ÅLaid singly or a few overlapping on the fruit calyx of 
green fruit.  
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Newly hatched larvae in calyx  
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Empty 
egg shell 



Bore hole in stem end from tiny new larvae 
entering fruit.   Unique to this pest. 
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ÅLight green/brown 
head 

ÅBody is green. 

ÅGrows to ~1 cm 

Cranberry fruitworm larvae 



Larvae exit holes and 
frass in cranberry fruit 
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Looks very different from 
Fireworm, which mostly 
feeds on foliage, and 
sometimes makes large 
irregular holes in fruits.   



5ŀƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŎǊŀƴōŜǊǊȅ ŦǊǳƛǘΥ ΨǊŀƛǎƛƴǎΩ  
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Shriveled fruit in 
field 

Heidi van Dokkumburg,  
ES Cropconsult Ltd. 



Area-wide monitoring in 2014 
  3rd year of a multi-year project  

1. Wing traps and commercial cranberry 
fruitworm pheromone 

ï 97 cranberry fields (32 farms) and  

ï28 blueberry fields (28 farms) 

ïchecked weekly, and number of moths recorded.  

ïtraps placed near row ends, beside mixed natural 
trees and shrubs. 

2. Fruit were collected during ripening and near 
harvest to look for presence of fruitworm.  
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