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CRANBERRY WEB 
The Newsletter of the BC Cranberry Marketing Commission  

and the BC Cranberry Growers Association 

 CHAIR’S REPORT 

What a difference a day or two makes. One week we 

were being threatened with snow and the next week we 

are breaking temperature records. This warm weather 

will certainly help to break dormancy. Hopefully every 

bog made it through the cold winter without any 

damage. 

This year’s Congress was well attended. I think we had a 

first this year, as one of the speakers flight was cancelled 

we were able to connect through computers and receive 

the presentation wirelessly. This is all over my head, glad 

we had people on hand to do the tech stuff. 

At the closing of the day we presented Sheila Fitzpatrick 

and Kim Patten with a token of our appreciation of all the 

research work they have done over the years for the 

benefit of the cranberry industry. They will both be 

retiring in 2019. The Federal Government has informed 

us that they will be filling Sheila’s position at Agassiz.  

Our AGM had the usual turn out. This year we have 

added a director and we welcome Clinton May as our 

new and fourth director. We also welcome Jack Dewit 

back for another term. This year we had Michele Koski, 

Manager of Investment Agriculture Foundation as our 

guest speaker Michele outlined the function of IAF and 

where some of the funds have been used in the 

cranberry industry. 

The Commission continues to work on your behalf 

through the Research Farm and National and 

International organizations. We feel that it very 

important to be part of these organizations to make sure 

that the BC industry is understood and recognized as part 

of the North American cranberry industry. 

I hope that you all have a great spring and our crop 

continues to produce some of the best cranberries in the 

world. 

Jack Brown, Chair 

  

 

Upcoming Events 

 

April 2019: 

BCCMC meeting 

 

May 2019: 

Open House – BC Cranberry Research Farm, 

Delta 

 

August 2019: 

2019 BC Cranberry Field Day, Delta 

 

September 2019: 

Open House – BC Cranberry Research Farm, 

Delta 
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The BC Cranberry Marketing Commission needs 

updated information! 

The BCCMC is updating their information.  It is 

important to keep the Commission informed of 

changes to your operation, whether it’s new 

acreage planted, you are now leasing acres you 

weren’t before, or new contact information.   

If you are unsure of what form to use, please 

contact Heather at info@bccranberries.com.  Also, 

you can visit the website (www.bccranberries.com) 

to view available documents. 

BC Cranberry Research Projects for 2019 

Once again, researchers were asked to submit project proposals to address industry 
research priorities.  Priorities are identified by the Research Committee as “High”, 
“Medium” and “Longer Term”.  The Committee met recently to review submitted 
proposals.  This year, projects recommended for full or partial funding include: 

1. Critically Assesing Available Soil Moisture Sensors for Use, M. Elsby 
 

2. Evaluating Varietal Performance at the Cranberry Research Farm,              
ES CropConsult, Dr. Prasad 

 

3. Canopy Management Trials & BMP’s, Dr. Harbut 
 

4. Ecological Service in Cranberry Production Systems, Dr. Harbut 
 

5. Cultivar Variation in Pollination Deficit in BC Cranberries, S. Gillespie 
 

6. Non-Chemical Vole Control in Berry Fields, FV Conservancy 
 

 

 

mailto:info@bccranberries.com
http://www.bccranberries.com/
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Thank You from the BC Cranberry Industry 

Dr. Sheila Fitzpatrick has had an amazing career as a Research Scientist for Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 

over the last 30 years, achieving an incredible amount in the entomology and agriculture worlds since obtaining her 
education at the University of British Columbia and Laval University in Quebec. With her roots right here in Richmond, 
she has seen the incredible transformation of agriculture in the Lower Mainland, and has been there alongside 
growers as they faced all kinds of new challenges on their farms.  

 
Over the years, she has helped the cranberry industry tackle blackheaded fireworm, cranberry girdler, cranberry 
dieback disorder, and most recently helped us to get a handle on tipworm, among many other projects and 
contributions. Some might say that the true litmus test of Sheila’s value to the cranberry industry is that we lost 
parathion, and somehow we’re all still in business. Or maybe this Kim Patten quote is what sums things up best: “I 
want to be like Sheila when I grow up”.  

 
Please know that you have 
left this industry far better off 
than how you found it, and 
we appreciate all that you 
have done. Sheila, we hope 
you truly enjoy all that 
retirement has to offer, and 
know that you are always a 
welcome face within the 
cranberry community. 
 
 

Dr. Kim Patten can be 

best described as "a Growers 
Advocate." He has been 
known to do anything he can 
to help the individual 
Cranberry Farmer and the 
overall Cranberry Industry. 
He has tried things (in his own words) which he knows are "stupid!"  "You can't justify the harsh stuff until you try the 
safe stuff."    
But there is a serious side to Kim.  After receiving his PhD in Horticulture from Washington State University in 1984, he 
took a job at Texas A&M where he received tenure in 1989.  Fortunately the calling of the Pacific North West brought 
him and his family back to Long Beach where he took over the WSU - Pacific Cranberry Research / Extension Station. 
This is where he has called home for the past 29 years. 
Among the many boards and committees Kim has participated in, he along with Sheila, have sat on the BC Cranberry 
Research Committee since its inception in 2007.  Kim is also the Principle Scientific Director of the BC Cranberry 
Research Farm, giving motivation and guidance to the next generation of Cranberry Researchers.   
A great many Scientific reports and journals have been published with his credit, well over 50 on Cranberry Research 
alone.  
Much of this Applied Science comes back directly to the Cranberry Growing Community.  The BC Cranberry Industry 
would be in a much different place, without his diligent screening programs, varietal evaluation and thoughtful 
horticultural observations.   
The BC Cranberry Industry would like to thank you for your many years of dedication and service to the Growers.  We 
wish you the best in your retirement.  Perhaps you will now have time to grow up to be like Sheila. 
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BC Cranberry Congress – February 19, 2019 

The Congress Planning Committee would like to thank all of the cranberry growers and other 

industry stakeholders for attending the recent Cranberry Congress.  A special thanks to our 

speakers, which included: 

1. Dr. Prasad, ES CropConsult and UFV – Evaluating Varietal Performance at the Farm 

2. Taku Someya, Kwantlen Polytechnic University – Characterization of Cranberry Decline in 

BC Cranberry Beds 

3. John Wilson, Cranberry Institute – Cranberry Institute Update 

4. Dr. Atucha, University of Wisconsin – Fall Nitrogen Applications, Effect on Yield and Fruit 

Quality and Development of Flower Buds During Winter 

5. Jeff Hamilton BCCMC  – Cranberry Marketing Committee Update 

6. Dr. Patten, Washington State University – Assessment of New Pest Management Tools that 

Address Priority Needs of the BC Cranberry Industry 

7.  Dr. Harbut, Kwantlen Poytechnic University – Sustainability in the BC Cranberry Industry 

8. Dr. Patten – A 30 Year Retrospective of Work in the Pacific Northwest Cranberry 

Industry 

9. Dr. Vorsa – RS25, A New Variety for BC and Advances in Cranberry Genomics 

 

A copy of the 2019 Congress presentations can be found on the Commission’s website: 

www.bccranberries.com. 

 

 

http://www.bccranberries.com/


 

6 
 

VOLUME 13, ISSUE 1 MARCH 2019 

  

 Registering New Acreage  

All Growers and Producer Vendors are reminded that you must 

register any additional intended acreage with the Commission prior 

to planting.  A copy of the Commission’s “Registration of New 

Cranberry Acreages” form can be found on the Commission’s 

website. 

 

 

Your Industry 

Representatives 

BC Cranberry Marketing 

Commission 

36376 Stephen Leacock Drive 

Abbotsford, BC  V3G 0C2 

Phone 604-557-8717 

Email info@bccranberries.com 

 

Commission Directors 

Chair, Jack Brown 

Directors 

Todd May 

Andreas Dolberg 

Jack DeWit 

Jeff Hamilton 

Clinton May 

Manager, Heather Carriere 

 

BC Cranberry Growers 

Association 

21538 – 87B Ave 

Langley, BC  V1M 2E6 

Phone 604-309-9868 

Email 

info@bccranberrygrowers.com  

 

BCCGA Board 

Chair, Lynn Kemper 

Executive Director, Mike Wallis 

BC Cranberry Marketing Commission 2019 Scholarship  

The BC Cranberry Marketing Commission is once again offering the program to provide a $2,500 

scholarship grant for a family member of a grower licensee, towards the cost of post-secondary 

education.  

The scholarship grant is available for attendance at any recognized post-secondary institution within 

BC or out of Province.  Funds awarded must be used within an initial 12 month period.    Applications 

will be reviewed by a designated Committee and one award will be made each year.   

If you, or a family member may be interested, please contact the Commission for more 

information on how to apply. 

 

mailto:info@bccranberries.com
mailto:info@bccranberrygrowers.com

