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As I write this report the weather has certainly turned for
the better, sunny days and a touch of frost at night.
Hopefully you are all ready for frost protection if
required.
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The Cranberry Congress was another success, a
bit smaller crowd, but a lot of good information. Thank
you to Jeff and his committee. The research committee
has been busy getting the projects lined up for the
coming year. We are very fortunate to the number of
talented researchers that we are able to refer to.
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The Commission AGM was held on March 3rd.
The usual business was conducted, and our guest speaker
was Marcus Jansen who gave an update on the workings
of the Canadian Horticultural Council. The CHC does a lot
of work in the area of minor use agricultural compounds.

Contact Information _________5

The commission has been represented at both
COGA events this year as well as the CI and CMC. As of
now, because of Covid-19 most events are cancelled. Our
next Commission meeting will be a conference call.

Upcoming Events

I wish you all a safe and healthy spring and
summer.

April 2020:
BCCMC Research Committee meeting

Jack Brown, Chair

May/June 2020:
Open House – BC Cranberry Research Farm,
Delta
September 2020:
Open House – BC Cranberry Research Farm,
Delta
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2019 and 2020 B.C. AgriStability Enhancement Program



Increased the AgriStability compensation rate, for all farms, from 70% to 80% on income margin
losses greater than 30%.
Eliminated the AgriStability Reference Margin Limit (RML) which reduced compensation for some
farms.

Full program details are at: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-

seafood/programs/2019-2020-bc-enhanced-agristability-program

In addition to this new program, the governments of Canada and British Columbia have agreed to
increase the 2019 AgriStability interim payment percentage from 50% to 75% of the estimated final
2019 benefit for B.C. Farmers.
If you are not enrolled in AgriStability, there is still time to enroll for 2020 before the April 30th,
2020 deadline. The AgriStability program provides agricultural producers a whole-farm risk
management tool that protects against large declines which threaten the viability of their farm and
are beyond their capacity to manage. New AgriStability participants must complete and submit the
New Participant Information and Declaration form to the AgriStability Administration by scanning and
emailing, faxing or mail on or before April 30th, 2020.

BC Cranberry Research Projects for 2020
Once again, researchers were asked to submit project proposals to address industry
research priorities. Priorities are identified by the Research Committee as “High”,
“Medium” and “Longer Term”. The Committee met recently to review submitted
proposals. This year, projects recommended for full or partial funding include:
1. Assessing Telemetry Components of Soil Moisture Sensing Systems for
British Columbia Cranberry Production – M. Elsby
2. Evaluating Varietal Performance at the Cranberry Research Farm ES CropConsult, Dr. Prasad
3. Prohexadione calcium for canopy management in cranberries – AAFC, C.
Jayasinghege
4. Assessing an herbicide layering strategy in newly renovated and
established cranberry fields – AAFC, J. Bae
5. Cultivar Variation in Pollination Deficit in BC Cranberries, year 2 – UFV, S.
Gillespie
6. Non-Chemical Vole Control in Berry Fields - FV Conservancy, S Hindmarch
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BC Cranberry Growers
Association Updates

Agency License
An Agency license is required to purchase or
process, store, pack or market cranberries from
other BC cranberry growers. Agencies may
only purchase cranberries from licensed
growers. In order to apply for an agency
license, an organization must:

BCCGA AGM
The BCCGA AGM was held March 3, 2020
following the BCCMC AGM at Mayfair Lakes
Golf and Country Club. This AGM marked the
departure of a couple of Directors who have
stepped down after many years of service to
the industry. Sincere thanks go out to Darshan
Banns and Scott May, who brought balance
and insight to many meetings and discussions
over the years. In their place, we welcome
Alicia Hill and Joe Rodwell to the Board and
look forward to their contribution.

 Identify the market opportunities the
applicant intends to pursue
 Show how their designation as an
agency will help the industry as a whole
 Demonstrate that they have the
expertise and facilities to process,
handle, pack, store and market
 Demonstrate they have the financial
capacity and stability to support the
growers
 Ensure they understand all regulations
and procedures required

COVID-19
As the new virus reality transforms how we go
about our daily functions, the BCCGA will
endeavor to keep you informed about issues
related to agriculture (like SAWP and TFW) as
we receive notices from national and
provincial agricultural agencies, that can affect
your operation. IF YOU DO NOT WANT TO
RECEIVE THESE NOTICES, PLEASE CONTACT ME
DIRECTLY TO REMOVE YOU FROM THE EMAIL
DISTRIBUTION LIST. Drop me an email at
info@bccranberrygrowers.com or call me
direct at 604-309-9868,

The application is submitted, and all non
confidential information is made public and a
public hearing notification is issued. Then the
hearing is held where members of the industry
can ask questions in person or submit them in
advance to be read at the hearing. The BC
Cranberry Marketing Commission makes the
recommendation for agency designation to the
Farm Industry Review Board which has the final
authority to designate an agency.

Thanks
Mike Wallis
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BC Cranberry Congress – February 18, 2020
The Congress Planning Committee would like to thank all of the cranberry growers and other
industry stakeholders for attending the recent Cranberry Congress.
A special thanks to our speakers, which included:
1. Dr. Prasad, ES CropConsult and UFV – Evaluating Varietal Performance at the Farm
2. Dr. Sandra Gillespie, University of the Fraser Valley – Cultivar Variation in Pollination Deficit
in BC Cranberries
3. Dr. Juan Zalapa, University of Wisconsin-Madison – Genetic and Trait Research Past, Present
and Future and Fruit Texture & Quality Measures
4. Dr. Camilo Villouta– University of Wisconsin-Madison -– Spring Freezing Damage – video
presentation
5. Miranda Elsby, Ocean Spray Cranberries – Soil Moisture Sensors for use in BC Cranberry
Production and Newly Registered Pesticides
6. Dr. Kim Patten, Washington State University Emeritus - Return on Investment Study and
Farm Safety
7. Kevin MacKinnon, Bayer Crop Science – Fungicide Presentation
8. Heidi Lundstrum, ES Crop Consult – Cranberry IPM throughout the Season
9. John Wilson, Cranberry Institute – Cranberry Historical Perspective

Nearly half the participants also took the time to fill in the participant assessment – thank
you!
The summary of the assessments gives us feedback to keep what worked and change what
didn’t. Overall, the Congress rated very highly in terms of topics, impact, format and facility.
On a scale of 1 to 5 where 5 is best, the Congress rated 4.1 out of 5 for topics addressed
issues of priority and importance and 4.2 for practical and usable topics. Respondents
indicated that they will use the information within the next 2 years (rated 4.3). They also
indicated that they would likely attend next year and would recommend coming to Congress
to others (4.4 and 4.3 respectively).
A copy of the 2020 Congress presentations can be found on the Commission’s website:
https://www.bccranberries.com/growers/cranberry-congress/.
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BC Cranberry Research Society 2020 Scholarship
The BC Cranberry Research Society is offering a $2,500 scholarship grant for a family member of a
grower licensee, towards the cost of post-secondary education.
The scholarship grant is available for attendance at any recognized post-secondary institution within
BC or out of Province. Funds awarded must be used within an initial 12-month period. Applications
will be reviewed by a designated Committee and one award will be made each year.
If you, or a family member may be interested, please contact Coreen for more
information on how to apply at info@bccranberries.com.

Registering New Acreage
All Growers and Producer Vendors are reminded that you must
register any additional intended acreage with the Commission prior
to planting. A copy of the Commission’s “Registration of New
Cranberry Acreages” form can be found on the Commission’s
website here: https://www.bccranberries.com/growers/forms-and-guides/

Your Industry
Representatives
BC Cranberry Marketing
Commission
#204 121 Shoreline Circle
Port Moody BC V3H 5G2
Phone 604.492.2726 (CRAN)
Email info@bccranberries.com

Commission Directors
Chair, Jack Brown
Directors
Todd May
Andreas Dolberg
Jack DeWit
Jeff Hamilton
Clinton May
General Manager
Coreen Rodger Berrisford

BC Cranberry Growers
Association
21538 – 87B Ave
Langley, BC V1M 2E6
Phone 604-309-9868
Email

info@bccranberrygrowers.com

BCCGA Board
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Chair, Lynn Kemper
Executive Director, Mike Wallis

