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Welcome to our new world!! I hope everyone is safe
and healthy. The Commission has been able to carry
on using electronics to our advantage. We have been
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conference. Not the perfect way to do business, but
we are getting things done.
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The commission has met regularly, and we had a
crisis communications meeting as well. As you may
be aware the commission no longer does the annual
scholarship, it has been taken over by the Research
Society. This year’s recipient of the scholarship is
Noreen Malhi, the scholarship will help her in
achieving her Master of Nursing- Family Nurse
Practitioner at UBC. Congratulations.

Canadian Hort Council News ____5

The COMB Chairs and Managers meeting was held on
June 4th via Zoom, with everyone in attendance, I
think that was a first, maybe there is an advantage to
electronic meetings! With a lot of discussion around
COVID-19 and its effect on agriculture, our industry
seems to be in good shape compared to others that
have had processing facilities shut down because of
it.

Upcoming Events
August 1, 2020:
Canada Food Day
September 2020:
Open House – BC Cranberry Research Society
Research Farm, Delta Watch for e-blast notice

We are planning to have an open house at the
research farm later this summer, depending on the
public health rules at the time. Planning is also
underway for the fall promotion of cranberries.

November 2020:
COGA Governance Session, Abbotsford

Thank you to the board for their patience during this
health event. To everyone, please stay safe and
healthy.

Jack Brown, Chair
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COVID-19 Protocols and Resources
Several sources have been developed to help farmers, direct farm sales,
farmer market vendors and food processors to manage labour and safety
issues in response to COVID-19.
BCAC - pathfind resources https://bcac.ca/

WALI – temporary foreign workers https://walicanada.ca/
AgSafe – specific to labour safety protocols
https://agsafebc.ca/tools/emergency-planning-resources/covid-19resources/
Ministry of Agriculture – farm, direct farm sales, and food processing as
well as funding for recovery planning
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/covid19-response
Canadian Horticulture Council – farm guidance document, fact sheet,
trade info
https://www.hortcouncil.ca/en/covid-19-information-centre/
BC Food Processors Association – worker protection and other
processor programs
https://www.bcfpa.ca/
Export Development Canada – exporter assistance
https://www.edc.ca/en/campaign/coronavirus-covid-19.html
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BC Cranberry 2020 Marketing Campaigns
The BCCMC is running two marketing campaigns in 2020 to promote cranberry and cranberry
product consumption. The first is an ad campaign in the e-newsletter of the Registered Dieticians
of Canada. The second is an online cranberry recipe contest in BC. The Commission has been
able to leverage government funding for both campaigns.

E-Newsletter Ad Campaign

BC Online Recipe Contest

Registered Dieticians are a key target market
for cranberries and cranberry products due to
dietician’s ability to influence the purchasing
of these products for the institutional market
including hospitals, senior residences,
universities, and school cafeterias. Individuals
may also consult with a registered dietician to
enhance their diets.

Social media is a significant tool for
Millennials, Gen X and those seeking new
recipes. All key influencers in household
consumption now and into the near future.
Recipe contests are a fun way to attract this
demographic which enjoys the competition
and fame and will spread the word through
their social media.

The Commission has attended the Dieticians
of Canada Conference for over 10 years. This
opportunity has been significant in increasing
the awareness of the health benefits of the
cranberry and its products and has allowed for
conversations where there have been
concerns regarding sweeteners for example.

This campaign is being implemented by Black
Press media which has over 72 community
news websites as well as Facebook channels
that will be boosted in BC.
We are seeking sponsorships to assist with the
prize packages. Prizes can be cash,
experiential such as an individual farm tour or
products. A big thank you to Cranberries
Naturally and The Bog for your support. If
you want to contribute to contest prizes,
please contact Coreen at 604-492-2726. Of
course, we also want to see your favourite
cranberry recipes!

The Conference was cancelled this year due to
COVID-19. Thankfully, the Commission had
already planned for and received co-funding
to run ads in their e-newsletter which goes to
over 7,000 dieticians in Canada with an open
rate of over 150%. This campaign provides
weekly exposure from July 2020 through until
the end of March 2021.

Campaign launches in September.
Funding support provided, in part, by the BC
Government’s Buy BC Partnership Program;
delivered by the Investment Agriculture
Foundation of BC with funding from the
Government of British Columbia.

This project is supported by the Canadian
Agricultural Partnership, a federal-provincialterritorial initiative. The program is delivered by
the Investment Agriculture Foundation of BC.

Icons made by <a href="https://www.flaticon.com/authors/freepik"
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BC Cranberry Research Farm (BCCRF) Update
Even with the issues with the COVID 19 Pandemic influencing most facets of life in our community,
the BCCRF has still managed to grow forward this spring, demonstrating the BC Cranberry Industry’s
resilience and desire to make progressive improvements to our farms and future generations of
farmers.
The biggest project completed this spring was planting Field 5. Integrity Propagation and Rutgers
University donated two varieties previously trialed in Field 1 and 2 Plots. 99-25 (VASANNA) is
planted in the north half of the field and 98-11 (unnamed) is plant in the south half. Many thanks
to Kyle Botkin for his work clearing, prepping and planting the field. This field will open up many
opportunities in the coming years with projects incorporating pest management- weed control,
cultural practices, and potential field /crop systems management.
Two Ag Canada research projects (pest management / herbicide efficacy and cranberry plant
physiology) were put on hold until 2021 due to COVID constraints. Nevertheless, there are currently
three research projects continuing and expanding at the BCCRF.
Renee Prasad - UFV and with support from ES Cropconsult, is continuing long term pre-emergent
herbicide observation in Field 4 and this year is the last year of the 4-year nematode demonstration
trial. Varietal evaluations have collected bud phenology data since April and are now focusing on
bloom phenology (which varieties bloom first / last / longest). These types of phenology questions
are important to understand the relative timings of frost protection, fruit rot fungicide applications,
and pollination for the different varieties. These types of data are being collected for both the
Valley Corp. and Rutgers varieties.
Sandra Gillespie – UFV, is conducting a field experiment with different cranberry varieties, looking
at the degree to which additional bee visits to the flowers may result in increased yield. This will
lead to future recommendations for BC Growers regarding cranberry pollination management.
Miranda Elsby – Ocean Spray Cranberries, is monitoring several field management techniques
throughout the Research Farm. A weather station has been installed as well as soil moisture
monitoring equipment for further evaluation. The herbicide screening project in field 4 (efficacy
and crop tolerance) is a critical component for future product registration. Evaluation and
observation of past years cultural field management – mowing, pruning and sanding.
While it is unlikely the BCCRF will have group drop in days in 2020, there is an effort to create online
observations in the form of a Virtual Field Trip allowing all Growers to stay connected to the BCCRF.
All the best in the remainder of 2020 growing season, stay safe.

BC Cranberry Research Farm
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2020 BC Cranberry Research Society
Scholarship Winner – Noreen Malhi

The BC Cranberry Research Society would like to congratulate Noreen Malhi on her successful
application and award of this year’s BCCRS Scholarship.
Three years into my RN career at BCCH I decided to take
on the next step in my career and stepped down from my
full-time RN position at BCCH and challenge myself to
pursue gaining acceptance into the Family NP Master of
Nursing Program at UBC. This program only allows
acceptance to 15-30 RNs/year … Due to my extensive
educational background, competitive GPA, volunteer
experience and experience as an RN I was granted
acceptance! Completing this program has been a dream of
mine since beginning my RN educational and professional
career. As a Family NP I will be able to assess, diagnose
and treat common and predictable conditions across the
lifespan as a primary care provider by prescribing
medications and managing treatments and ordering
diagnostic imaging as an autonomous provider.
Noreen will be completing her objective structured clinical
exam (OSCE) in September and will then become fully
licensed as a Nurse Practitioner working in BC Children’s
Hospital. Congratulations Noreen!

AgriStability Deadline Extended to July 3, 2020
AgriStability protects agricultural producers against declines in their net farming income due to
market conditions, production loss or increased costs of production. Payments are made if a
producer’s current year margin falls more than 30% below their reference margin. Be sure to
request a New Participant Package right away so you can meet the submission deadline of July 3,
2020.
Note:
•
•
•

The enrolment deadline for 2020 has been extended from April 30th, 2020 to July 3rd,
2020
Enrolment fees can be paid without a penalty until July 3rd, 2020; whether you are
new, already participating or have previously opted out
If you choose to opt out for the 2020 AgriStability Program year, you now have up to
July 3rd, 2020 to sign back up

For more information and to apply see the AgriStability web site:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/programs/agriculture-incomeprotection-agristability
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BCCGA Members
Hope the Newsletter finds you safe and healthy.
As a follow up to an email notice sent out June 12, 2020, we just want to remind Growers
that WORKSAFEBC mandates that Every employer is required to have a COVID-19 safety
plan that assesses the risk of exposure at their workplace and implements measures to
keep their workers safe.
While this may sound intimidating, AgSafeBC has developed many resources to assist
employers in meeting this goal. The link to the Risk Assessment & Infection Prevention and
Control Protocols is below. The Risk Assessment covers all tasks required on the farm,
specifically for Cranberry Farms.
The link https://agsafebc.ca/tools/emergency-planning-resources/covid-19-resources/ also has
notices and signage in various languages to inform your workers and yourself. Additional
information is available on WorSafeBC https://www.worksafebc.com/en/about-us/newsevents/announcements/2020/March/covid-19-and-the-workplace
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Irrigation Webinars – Reply needed
Hortau has offered to
deliver irrigation webinars
specific to cranberry
growers in our region on
the following topics.
Frost protection: On a
cold clear spring/fall night,
frost can cause severe
economic losses in
unprotected cranberry fields
in as little as one hour. To prevent damage and loss of crops, growers
have to initiate irrigation at the proper time and place. In order to do
this, growers need a system that notifies them of when and where a
possible frost event may occur. Join this webinar to learn simple steps
you can take to prevent losing your harvest from sudden frost.
(Proposed timing: September/October 2020)
Soil tension: Maintaining the proper soil moisture (soil matric
potential within -4kPa and -7kPa) is critically important for healthy
cranberry plants. The cranberry’s rooting system is relatively shallow
and requires a specific soil moisture content to avoid plant stress and
grow fruit. Join this webinar to see how cranberry growers have
incorporated soil water content data and weather forecasts to irrigate
their fields more efficiently, ensuring optimal crop growth while reducing
water use, energy consumption and environmental impact. (Timing: can
be delivered at anytime)
Heat Stress: High temperatures are a major limiting factor in
cranberry production. Once the fruit is formed, it is important to keep
plants from suffering from heat stress. Heat stress management is
often viewed as time-consuming and complex due to the need to
constantly monitor canopy temperatures. Join this webinar to learn the
best practices in managing critical temperature while reducing time,
energy and water consumption. (Timing: June/July)

If you intend to attend any of these seminars, please contact
Coreen at 604-492-2726 or info@bccranberries and let us know
which seminar(s) and timing would be preferable for you. Thanks
to Miranda Elsby for the irrigation photo.
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