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Due to the COVID 19 situation we have found it
necessary to postpone our research farm open
houses this year. Updated research information will
be put on our web page as it becomes available.
On Sept. 10 we had our first face to face meeting
since the AGM. It was good to see everyone and the
meeting went well, there is lots of room to social
distance there at the research farm. We have started
the planning for the 2021 Cranberry Congress and to
ensure all participant’s safety and with all the
uncertainty about regulations for larger gatherings
we are planning to have a Zoom conference. All
producers will be invited to Zoom, it is all part of the
new normal world we live in.

Upcoming Events
September 1-30, 2020:
Online Cranberry Culinary Contest
September 30, 2020:
Agency Application Online Public Hearing
Zoom 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm

Coast Cranberries, Ltd. submitted an agency
application. A Public Hearing is scheduled for
September 30th also on Zoom.

November 2020:
COGA Governance Session, Online

With harvest time upon us, I wish you all a safe and
healthy and bountiful harvest.

March 15 to 18 2021:
Canadian Horticulture Council AGM, Online

Jack
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BCCGA GROWER NOTES
Harvest Preparations

As harvest approaches, now is a good time to review and consider your harvest operations to
reduce potential exposure to COVID-19 (yes, it is still here and still a major concern).
The following link on AgSafeBC: https://agsafebc.ca/tools/emergency-planning-resources/covid19-resources/ will direct you to a Cranberry Risk Assessment & Infection Prevention and Control
Protocol.
Worker health check questionnaires, social distancing, masks, PPE, hand wash stations, sanitizer;
all can be effective tools to mitigate COVID-19 risk.
In addition, the WorkSafeBC Toolbox Meeting Guide explaining use of PFD’s in harvest operations
(available under Forms and Resources; https://www.worksafebc.com/en/formsresources#q=cranberry&sort=relevancy&f:content-typefacet=[Toolbox%20meeting%20guides]&f:language-facet=[English]
Remember to check the Toolbox Meeting Guides box on the left side of page).
Minor Use Priority Meetings
(excerpt from Pest Management Centre)
Due to unforeseen impacts of Covid-19, the 2020 Canadian Pest Management Minor Use
Priority Setting Workshops to be held in March 2020 in Gatineau were cancelled. In lieu of
a face-to-face meeting, a virtual meeting was held on 9 July 2020.
In the months prior to the virtual meeting, Provincial Minor Use Coordinators (PMUC)
consulted with Provincial and National stakeholders to identify critical “C” priorities,
followed by “B” priorities. Support for the “B” priorities were then re-confirmed by
registrants and the Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA).
The Covid-19 pandemic also caused serious impacts on PMC’s ability to conduct field and
greenhouse trials this year. As a consequence, PMC had to postpone 70% of planned 2020
trials into 2021. This led to a limit of only 10 priorities that could be chosen during the
virtual meeting, as well as to a limit on the selection of priorities on certain crops. As such,
the “B” priority list was reduced to 47 “BB” priorities, which became eligible for selection
during the virtual meeting.
The results from the Virtual Priority Setting Workshop included 4 National “A” priorities, 1
Automatic “A” priority and 5 Regional “A” priorities. Thanks to the dedication and fortitude
of our BC Cranberry Minor Use Committee, namely Carolyn Bedard, BCMA PMUC, Miranda
Elsby, OS Sr. Ag-Scientist, Grant Keefer, BCCGA Dir., and Gavin Graham, Weed
Specialist/PMUC, NB Min. of Ag., the cranberry contingent was able to secure a regional
“A” Priority label expansion for a broadleaf herbicide commonly used in soybean. Data will
be supplied by the registrant.

Good luck with harvest and stay healthy, stay safe.
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TWO AGENCY APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
The BC Cranberry Marketing Commission has received two applications for new agency
designation from Coast Cranberries Ltd and RJT Blueberry Park Inc. The BC Cranberry
Marketing Commission General Orders, July 2010 Part 7 outlines the application criteria and
process including a public hearing. Due to the current pandemic, the Public Hearing will be
held on ZOOM on September 30, 2020 from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm. Participants will need to
register in advance to ensure they can sign in. Register by sending a message to
info@bccranberries.com with your name and the email address you will be using to sign
into the Hearing. If you wish to comment and cannot make the meeting, please send your
comments and/or questions to Coreen at info@bccranberries.com.
The regulations with respect to Public Hearings is below:
Public Hearing

3. When a completed agency designation application has been received, the Commission will, within
60 days of the receipt of the application, hold a public hearing where the applicant will present
his application and all known interested persons will be extended the opportunity to comment on
it. Interested parties may comment in person or in written form at the public hearing.

Application is Public

4. Prior to holding the hearing, the Commission will make copies, with any confidential or business
sensitive information removed, of the application available to all known interested parties.

Conducting Hearings

5. The Commission may make Rules from time to time concerning the conduct of public hearings.
Recommendation to FIRB

6. A final decision on designating an agency is made by the Farm Industry Review Board. Within 30

days of the public hearing, the Commission will make a recommendation on the agency
designation application to the FIRB.

All BC Cranberry Commission regulations can be found on our website at:
https://www.bccranberries.com/growers/regulation/
The Agency Application for Coast Cranberries Ltd can be found on our website at:
https://www.bccranberries.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Coast-Agency-Application.pdf
The Agency Application for RJT Blueberry Park Inc. can be found on our website at:
https://www.bccranberries.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Application-File-RJT-Blueberry002.pdf
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Online Cranberry Recipe Contest
The BCCMC Recipe contest is in full swing.

A great BIG THANK YOU to our sponsors below

https://blackpressdeals.secondstreetapp.com/Cranberries-BC-Culinary-Contest-2/

Funding support provided, in part, by the BC
Government’s Buy BC Partnership Program; delivered
by the Investment Agriculture Foundation of BC with
funding from the Government of British Columbia.
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BC Cranberry Research Farm (BCCRF) Update
The summer months at the BC Cranberry Research Farm were busy as usual. There were few days
the Research farm wasn’t occupied by various scouts, technicians, Ag Scientists and Researchers.
There were regular weekly visits for IPM monitoring and coordination by Heidi Lundstrum and her
field scouts from ES Crop Consultants. Renee and her UFV students were monitoring the Varietal
Trials for phenology and a Plant Breeders Rights project in conjunction with Nick Vorsa at Rutgers
University. Sandra Gillespie-UFV, and her students were monitoring her cranberry pollination
project. Miranda Elsby from Ocean Spray has various product screening trials throughout the farm,
soil moisture monitoring, and looking at plant and crop recovery after the 2019 mowing / sanding
trial in Field 1. Kyle Botkin was of course there taking care of the day-to-day, monitoring and
maintaining the irrigation, fertilizing, weed control and getting ready for harvest.
The coming weeks before harvest will bring another flurry of activity to the farm. The researchers
and their crews will be focussed on the final data collection and assessments before harvest in midOctober.
Even in this challenging year, there has been much work and dedication to growing and improving
the BC Cranberry Industry. We thank all our partners and cooperators for all the work undertaken
this summer. We look forward to sharing the results of these endeavors in the coming months.
Have a safe a productive 2020 harvest.

BC Cranberry Research Farm

Also, Remember COVID-19 is not Farmers only Safety consideration – Dr Kim Patten did
an excellent presentation at Congress 2020 about Farm Safety that was not only
informative but entertaining. The top four risks for farmers were:
1. Traumatic injury
2. Respiratory Illnesses and Cancer (Pesticides and sun exposure)
3. Mental Health
4. Hearing Loss
For more on how to reduce these risks check, out the full presentation on our website at:
https://www.bccranberries.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Patten-Congress-Safety-Talk.pdf

5

VOLUME 14, ISSUE 3

September 2020

BC Food Connection
Producer Vendors and Agencies – If you are looking for buyers, the BC Food Connection portal
may help you make the right connections. This portal helps agri-food buyers and sellers find each
other. The database is searchable and includes:
•
•
•

Production Partners: Copackers, Re-packers and Processors with Extra Capacity
BC Produce and Agri-food suppliers – including farm direct
Commercial and Commissary Kitchens

https://bcfoodconnection.ca/#About

2021 Annual General Meeting Vote Preparation
All registered growers should have received a confirmation of registered voter letter
with an attached voter appointee form this month. Please submit CHANGES to the
registered voter by September 25th. The list will be sent to the Council of Marketing
Boards who has been appointed as our Independent Election Officer.
As required in Section 3(p) of the Regulations to the Natural Products Marketing (BC)
Act, every partnership or corporation that is a Registered Grower shall in writing
appoint an individual to vote on its behalf and shall file the appointment with the
Commission.

If you want to change who is the registered voter for your operation or you did not
receive this correspondence, please contact Coreen at info@bccranberries.com.
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AgriStability DEADLINE
SEPTEMBER 30, 2020
File your T1273 Statement A-Harmonized
AgriStability/AgriInvest Programs Information and
Statement of Farming Activities. For Individuals or
Statement A for Corporations, Coops and Special
Individuals
Forms can be found at: www.gov.bc.ca/AgriStability
Individual filings must be mailed to:
Canada Revenue Agency Tax Centre
PO Box 14001, Station Main
Winnipeg MB R3C 3M3
Cooperatives and Corporations and Special Individuals
AgriStability Administration
PO Box 3200 Station Main
Winnipeg MB R3C 5R7
or
Toll-free fax 1-877-949-4885
or
EFILE through Canada Revenue Agency website

Sample Dietician Ads
for Dieticians of
Canada e-Newsletter
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As per our BC Cranberry General Orders –
Part 9:
Remember to notify the BC Cranberry Marketing
Commission of any new 2020 plantings or
additional acreages of cranberries by December
31st.
You will find all the forms you need on our website at the
link below.
https://www.bccranberries.com/growers/forms-and-guides

Also do confirm when the planting has been completed.
Please email the information to info@bccranberries.com or mail
to #204 121 Shoreline Circle, Port Moody BC V3H 5G2. If you
have any questions, please contact Coreen at
604-492-2726 (CRAN).

Will you Step Up for your Industry?
The BC Cranberry Commission is seeking more
grower input on the following Committees:
1. Industry Advisory Committee – be part of
the team that chooses our next
Independent Director
2. Research Committee – review and
recommend research and demonstration
projects to the benefit of BC’s cranberry
growers
3. Grower Education Committee – Congress,
Field Day and/or other opportunities for
growers to receive information and to
share knowledge with each other.
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Your Industry
Representatives
BC Cranberry Marketing
Commission
#204 121 Shoreline Circle
Port Moody, BC V3H 5G2
Phone 604.492.2726 (CRAN)
Email info@bccranberries.com

Commission Directors
Jack Brown, Chair
Todd May
Andreas Dolberg
Jack DeWit
Jeff Hamilton
Clinton May
Coreen Rodger Berrisford,
General Manager

BC Cranberry Growers
Association
21538 – 87B Ave
Langley, BC V1M 2E6
Phone 604-309-9868
Email

info@bccranberrygrowers.com

BCCGA Board
Lynn Kemper, Chair
Mike Wallis,
Executive Director

